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Introduction

Communicative Marathi for Labourers is a course specially designed for Shramiks, i.e.

labourers, workers, auto rickshaw and taxi drivers, hawkers, street vendors, construction

workers and different workers, who migrate to Maharashtra from other parts of India and do

not know Marathi. It addresses a target group of non-native workers, who wish to learn

Marathi as beginners, particularly as adult learners or learners without any prior knowledge

of Marathi.

While designing this course, the possibility of illiterate learners having no knowledge of

reading / writing any language is also taken into consideration. In such case, this book would

serve as a guide for the teachers to teach communicative Marathi to those learners. The

focus of this course is on day to day spoken Marathi.

A first of its kind, this book has been prepared using an integrated communicative approach.

It dedicates itself to serve the sole purpose of teaching Marathi to the non-native labourers

for them to be able to have basic communication in Marathi with the native customers,

people or local police.

The course is for classroom teaching of 30 teaching hours. It consists of 8 learning outcomes.

It is expected to teach each of these learning outcomes in 3 hours. The possibility of the

learners being illiterate, the exercises and practice should be intensive and focused on

developing their speaking skills rather than writing skills. 6 hours are kept for revision. At the

end of the course, there will be an oral test.

The course consists of eight chapters, each one related to specific topics based on the daily

routine of a worker. Hence, in the book there are chapters with units such as communicative

texts in authentic situations, pattern drills, learning games, visuals, audiovisual components

and an overview of the vocabulary along with the meanings in Hindi. At the end of each

chapter, there is a section of topic related information highlighting the specific vocabulary

needed for their routine communication. Special efforts have been undertaken to integrate the

communicative approach of learning so that the learners will be able to communicate in

Marathi.

Since the possibility of the learner being illiterate is taken into consideration, all the texts in

the book are supported with audio. Translations of the texts are also given in the book so that

it will help the learner who is able to read and study. A significant aspect of this book is the

instructions for the teachers. It explains what is expected from the teacher while teaching a

particular unit, or what exactly is expected from the learners while doing an exercise.

The book is supported by PowerPoint presentations including links of the audiovisuals which

will be provided to the teachers and are expected to be used by the teachers while teaching.

Keeping in mind the aim of the target learners, which is basically to communicate, the

emphasis is on enhancing the speaking, listening and understanding skills of the learners.

Communicative Marathi for Labourers has been designed solely for teaching communicative

Marathi.

This book has been prepared under the copyright of Rajya Marathi Vikas Sanstha and under

the aegis of the innovative Marathi Language Teaching (MLT) project at the Department of

German, University of Mumbai.

We are grateful to the authorities of the University of Mumbai to facilitate the smooth

running of this project.

We appreciate and thank all those who have contributed to the making of this book.

Editors

Meher Bhoot, Vibha Surana
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७. वाचू या. पढ़ें।
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• Marathi study material for non-native labourers

• Special focus on vocabulary related to their profession

• For adult learners

• An integrated communicative approach

• Translation in Hindi

• Language skills: Listening, Understanding, speaking 
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