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Introduction

CommunicativeMarathi for Labourersis a coursespecially designedfor Shramiks, i.e.

labourers, workers, auto rickshaw and taxi drivers, hawkers,street vendors,construction

workersanddifferentworkers,who migrateto Maharashtrafrom otherpartsof India anddo

not know Marathi. It addressesa target group of non-native workers, who wish to learn

Marathi asbeginners,particularlyasadult learnersor learnerswithout any prior knowledge

of Marathi.

While designingthis course,the possibility of illiterate learnershaving no knowledgeof

reading/ writing anylanguageis alsotakeninto consideration. In suchcase,this bookwould

serveas a guide for the teachersto teachcommunicativeMarathi to thoselearners. The

focusof this courseis ondayto dayspokenMarathi.

A first of its kind, this bookhasbeenpreparedusingan integratedcommunicativeapproach.

It dedicatesitself to servethe solepurposeof teachingMarathi to the non-native labourers

for them to be able to havebasic communication in Marathi with the native customers,

peopleor local police.

Thecourseis for classroomteachingof 30 teachinghours. It consistsof 8 learningoutcomes.

It is expectedto teacheachof theselearningoutcomesin 3 hours. The possibility of the

learnersbeing illiterate, the exercisesand practice should be intensive and focusedon

developingtheir speakingskills ratherthanwriting skills. 6 hoursarekeptfor revision. At the

endof thecourse,therewill beanoral test.

The courseconsistsof eight chapters,eachonerelatedto specific topicsbasedon the daily

routineof a worker. Hence,in thebook therearechapterswith unitssuchascommunicative

textsin authenticsituations,patterndrills, learninggames,visuals,audiovisualcomponents

and an overview of the vocabularyalong with the meaningsin Hindi. At the end of each

chapter,thereis a sectionof topic relatedinformation highlighting the specific vocabulary

neededfor their routinecommunication. Specialeffortshavebeenundertakento integratethe

communicativeapproachof learningso that the learnerswill be able to communicatein

Marathi.

Sincethepossibilityof the learnerbeingilliterate is takeninto consideration,all the textsin

thebookaresupportedwith audio. Translationsof thetextsarealsogivenin thebooksothat

it will help the learnerwho is ableto readandstudy. A significantaspectof this book is the

instructionsfor the teachers. It explainswhat is expectedfrom the teacherwhile teachinga

particularunit, or whatexactlyis expectedfrom thelearnerswhile doinganexercise.

Thebookis supportedby PowerPointpresentationsincludinglinks of theaudiovisualswhich

will beprovidedto theteachersandareexpectedto beusedby theteacherswhile teaching.

Keeping in mind the aim of the target learners,which is basically to communicate,the

emphasisis onenhancingthespeaking,listeningandunderstandingskills of thelearners.

CommunicativeMarathi for Labourershasbeendesignedsolelyfor teachingcommunicative

Marathi.

This bookhasbeenpreparedunderthecopyrightof RajyaMarathiVikas Sansthaandunder

the aegisof the innovativeMarathi LanguageTeaching(MLT) projectat the Departmentof

German,Universityof Mumbai.

We are grateful to the authoritiesof the University of Mumbai to facilitate the smooth

runningof this project.

We appreciateandthankall thosewhohavecontributedto themakingof thisbook.
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