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SAHITYASETU

We are extremely happy to bring out “SAHITYASETU” - a unique Marathi work by Dr.
Shreedhar Ranganath Kulkarni, an eminent scholar, that critically analyses the Hindi Literature
by the Marathi saints with the perspective of literary and cultural transformation that took
place in India during the thousand and odd years.

After the creation of linguistic states, it was but natural that the literature in regional
languages received due encouragement. However, studies in the comparative literature have
been few with some notable exceptions. In this dim scenario, relevance of works like
“SAHITYASETU” can hardly be overstated.

In 1950, the Indian Constitution accorded the status of national language to Hindi.
However, it is a historical truth — and a very significant one indeed — that almost six hundred
years before, Hindi got the present status and recognition as the saints in Maharashtra had
already started regarding Hindi as the medium of communication at the larger national level.
This is evident from the fact that most Marathi saint poets right from Namdev to Tukaram and
Samarth Ramdas invariably wrote their compositions in Hindi also, thereby faithfully
cherishing India’s Unity.

It could be said without the fear of being contradicted that such a phenomenon is not
observed in the saint literatures of Modern Indian languages and has to go back in time till the
eighth century to understand and appreciate this characteristic feature of the Marathi saints.
Siddha Sarhpa, the follower of Vijirayani sect of Buddhism, was roaming through Maharashtra
when he got enlightenment. Subsequently, he developed a base in Maharashtra and available
evidence points to a strong uninterrupted tradition of followers from Siddha Sarahapa to saint
Dnyaneswar and later to saint Namdev, Kabir, Guru Nanak with a reasonable uniformity and
homogeneity in themes and thoughts.

It is therefore, no wonder that Namdev is acknowledged as the first poet of Hindi
literature. Consequently the historic truth needs to be accepted that the present nationl
language Hindi has its genesis in Maharashtra. The compositions of saints like Kabir, Namdev
or Daud Dayal explicably suggest that the Maratha saint Namdev was the fountain of
ingpiration. In the same vein one has to accept the fact that Maharashtra was also the place
of origin of the ‘Nirgun’ cult in the Hindi devotional literature. On the other hand, the Marathi
saints of Varkari sect kept alive and developed the language, thoughts and the principle of
living enunciated by the Siddhas.



The author Dr. S. R. Kulkarni, has not merely considered the Hindi compositions of
Marathi saints, but he has also critically studied the cultural-literary history of India in general
and the states to the North of Maharashtra in particular in order to prove the remarkable role
of the Marathi saints in building bridges-Setu- on the cultural — literary history of Medieval
India.

The select representative compositions during the one thousand year span included in
Part Il of the volume indisputably demonstrate the consistency and development of thought,
language and themes of the saint poets of the period.

It is only appropriate that such a significant work is being published jointly by the
Central Institute of Indian Languages, Mysore and Rajya Marathi Vikas Sanstha, Mumbai.

Sarojini Vaidya
Director
Rajya Marathi Vikas Sanstha
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‘We see in these (Songs of Namdev) some of the earliest Bhakti poetry song in

Rajasthan and the Panjab. These songs greatly influenced later trends and poets’. —
Hindi Padavali of Namdev Intro.
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SISO IAT-IIRTOMR R & Sedies e e 3iTe. AT |ieid IS Jo3l FRTSTIR
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BIUIR A1, HdIR T AT+ HIRTIHT Jeb ¥Rau A Hcles 3 Hidga] g 3oy
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IUSI FIST AR,

T U o ST aves 1 1578T woilf 71d aikes
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A HS I T T [HeTes T! AT BIROTH.

RO Bk IREETST 3dh ATai«l Adlerdld. il Haid AT RIS
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A BRI AlfeATaR A1 FUSTITIT THd I 1] T B2 Srareaard &l
U3 g=dl. 3 g SUTIedl I BT U324 AISfauard Tael haia M. a4 BT
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BRI ST STAT. TS A1l AU aRAT T ST SI¥9esadl Il G
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T JEId 8Re3 dXI Ii=T FRuIur=a ISl 8id A8l IS HdR-FI BT
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IR JTd UG- AU 35| 31T,
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RIS I 372 e e 3MT8. *° IR H URURT A T AFAT BRUME I ATe ).
FRTdT ARTH BT BIgl Joad S Il AR 30T BalR Fiedl dxasi AEw]
AT AT Jo3icie SRR faesedl 318, “Path way to God in Hindi literature” 3T
T AT “UATS” ATNADBTAT SRS 943 BT 3Tl T+1T BT FIhy A1 3118,
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@3 Ao T HheT A-ad--Hadiedl e Ud T30 1 DeR MO IR D
AT BT NS 31T, Bl HehedT g TS ATeT AT T8, I AR wReug’
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TR AT “SYSI AT BRI DI URH JUT 3fTe5es Ui A1 AURTITCG
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Sed-AMGare] Afecrdel M A9 dUSST M2, TYAITIT THse) HIfdRkIc
3731 NI S a -ATed Il IR AAdhadi= STTHAT e 8. Fd "] I AR Al
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Bl § SET e U SR ARAKNS Ha¥d. AeRTEe wriTaaesrar &l W
STy AT IMASH N 1Y AT FIoimaR I1d S,

A D IR Bl Toyes Il &1g, ST & Uehl YT Yacidh HATes ST,
ATET FATIZ SIS FRjuIarIhic™ BIdl. AT YT J@Idd d AFed g ORIl Ao
31Ted BT I IANER TS T3S ATe. IT AYSTATAT b TATT U “UFar=1 81 Hd A aiea
i o BIAT AT FeR ST ST YT arof) Act. il a9 &g sares il bret us
ol amed. g AT [FaRURE Bl HRAT Yger. BaR AT AG| A A<l
THTOTY T, ST ATHTe] Fa3 STYH AFeredT XA fR<Icd 3T07 Tl Wekll SU RSS! 318
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A SRR AU feoses! (o Werli=l Sike 3Ted Ad. d q1g SdTes A8l Wl
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‘It is most surprising tht both in Kabir and Jnaneswar who are stalwart mystics, we

should find inconsitant attitude of ‘Virahavastha’ where their very names fill us with
ideas of great spiritual courage and philosophical insight.. It is wonderful how such
mystics should try to minic poeics in point of their impression of love towards God’-
path way to god in Hindi literature p;179.
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R e At SaRe! M. MR Igd Add A9l AeRIGRIe
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ST fAg 3T HTor OGN ofl I qrest ¥
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