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Dakhani Language:
Expression of Marathi Culture

we are happy to publish this work of Dr. Shridhar Ranganath Kulkarni focused on a
comprehensive study of the Marathi Culture in the context of the Dakhani language. In fact,
despite its close affinity with the Marathi language, the scholars in Maharashtra — with rare
exception - have regrettedly preferred to ignore Dakhani. Otherwise, the glorious national
achievement of the Marathi language ane culture would have come in light much earlier.

Dakhani is a unique language. its present status is comparable to a prince reduced to
an ordinary civilian after the dissolution of the princely states | There was a period when Dakhani
could boast of a rich literary heritage. It enjoyed glamour and recognition in the courts of the
Adilshahi and Kutubshahi dynasties of Bijapur and Golkonda. Today, however, it barely
survives as a dialect of some communities in South India.

For the last half a century or so, research has been in progress on Dakhani leterature in
persian script without due consideration to its origin. Most Urdu and Hindi scholars have
preconceived Dakhani either as a premeval stage of Urdu or considered it a regional variation
of Hindi. Consefquently, the entire research on Dakhani is biased and prejudiced.

Dakhani has its origin much before Urdu and Hindi came into existence. In fact, literature
is available in Dakhani from the time of Namdev (thirteenth century). If modern scholars had
prudently studied the literatures of Saint Namdev, Eknath, Dasopant and Ramdas, their studies
would have a totally different connotation.

Most scholars acknoledge that Dakhani has a predoninence of Marathi vocabulary. Yet,
due to lack of perspective, they failed to comprehend the truth that tha core of Dakhani was
Marathi.

In the present work, with the help of political history, cultural developments and literary
traditions, the author has conclusively established how the characteristic atmosphere in
Maharashtra was responsible for the origin of Dakhani.

The work has three parts. The first part discusses Dakhani literature and the origin and
development of the Dakhani language. While the second part deals with the linguistic studies
of Dakhani, and the third part includes about one thousand words and pharases evolved from
Marathi.



A study of this work will irrefutably prove that Dakhani was evolved and developed under
the influence of a homogeneous environment then prevalent in Maharashtra.

Languanges, is regarded as vehicle of culture. But if language is studied ignoring its
cultural dimension, such a research often proves to be one sided and partial- a fact well
demonstrated in this work.

It is olnly appropriate that the Central Institute of Indian Languages, Mysore and the
Rajya Marathi Vikas Sanstha, Mumbai, have jointly sponsored the publication of this volume
dealing with corresponding relationship between language and culture.

Sarojini Vaidya
Director
Rajya Marathi Vikas Sanstha
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